Ethical issues in intensive care: more questions than answers Welcome to this special issue of the Annals of Translational Medicine focusing on the ethical questions surrounding intensive care.
of the pathologies treated. Unfortunately, in this context, the question of organ donorship arises regularly, and represents another major issue that is addressed by a specific article in this issue. Again, this issue is intricately linked with the delivery (or withdrawal) of intensive care, and like the other issues addressed here, requires open communication and informed reflection, for the patient, the family and the health professionals.
Overall, the ICU experience is not plain sailing all the way -not for the patient, not for the patient's family, not for the healthcare professionals. Each protagonist faces their own specific lot of challenges, and their responses will be conditioned by their different points of view and objectives. Ideally, we should all be striving towards the same goal, which is to optimize the ICU experience for the patient and their entourage, while at the same time ensuring that the health professionals are able to exercise their profession to the best of their ability, in an appropriate environment. This is no easy feat! If, after reading all the articles in this special issue, you feel more confused and have more questions than before, don't worry-it's a good sign, at least it means that you are thinking about these issues. If the articles in this issue can prompt reflection and consideration of the innumerable ethical issues surrounding the ICU, then the objective of this special issue will have been met, by making some small contribution to advancing the debate in this area.
Thanks for your interest, and enjoy!
